I am more than pleased to confirm the invitation to join Elliot Siegel as Co-Editor-in-Chief of this journal. I am stepping in for Johan van Halm, who has been a good friend and colleague for many years. I knew Johan from my days as President of EUSIDIC. I still maintain many good contacts with fine colleagues everywhere. Johan and I exchanged some optimistic e-mails after his medical treatment in 2008 and then the sad news came that he had not survived. We will remember Johan for his enthusiasm and networking. He really was a 'flying Dutchman'! On a personal note: In 1984 I joined Springer-Verlag in Berlin, later also for he offices in Heidelberg and New York. When I left Springer in 2004, I was as Member of the Board responsable for global marketing, sales and product development.
During these twenty years I became intensively involved in the development of databases. There were many projects, just to mention Red Sage, RightPages, MeDoC, Beilstein, Gmelin. At Springer I also had the privilege to introduce electronic content and new kinds of information services in the early nineties. SpringerLink is one of my children.
I was Chairman of EUSIDIC (3 years Elliot and I look forward to intensify the communication about new developments in the information and communication world, including electronic publishing, the semantic web, ontologies, digital libraries, STI innovations, search engines, health information services to mention a few areas of interest.
We will have some new members on the Advisory Editorial Board to assist us. In the future we will continue to publish high quality papers, both original contributions and reports of cutting-edge conferences.
Of course we welcome your comments and recommendations! Looking forward to hearing from you, With best regards, Arnoud de Kemp Heidelberg, August 2009 E-mail: dekemp@digiprimo.com
